Introduction

When I think of the Olympics, I think of icon athletes like Michael Phelps, Usain Bolt or even Tatjana Schoenmaker. These athletes have the most vigorous tanning programmes and always look laser focused. Arriving at the event site this year gave you the same feeling, that this Olympic qualifier was going to be intense. After the 2020 Games at Tsurigasaki Beach in Japan teams realised that there is only 40 Spots available. The Chinese team has been in El Salvador for two months training for the event. Gone are the days  of going to a ISA event and thinking that round 1 was going to be easy.

Planning and Preparation
All the the arrangements was done by Robin and Reza, and I was briefed on my way to the airport. The only area that still needed attention was the eating arrangements.

Travel & Accommodation
Flights were from various destinations as some of the team were competing at the Challenger Series in Australia and the two CT Surfers at the Surf Ranch In California. Traveling from South Africa is a lot easier as we can now fly directly from Cape Town to America. The only problem being that if you don’t have a US visa then you have to fly via Europe of Emirates. All airport transfers was arrange by Reza and we were all met by our local Translator and all time legend Carlos Bonilla, who made the baggage and customs such a breeze. All airport transfers was done at a cost of $40 per person which was about a hours drive to our accommodation.
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